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THE ProGEO WORKING GROUP 1

invites you to the

12th REGIONAL CONFERENCE

GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE IN THE SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE
LJUBLJANA 2007

September 5 – 9th
Geoconservation Regional Conference

and

ProGEO Working Group 1 Annual Meeting 2007
EARTH HERITAGE IN OUR HANDS

“Celebrating the International Year of Planet Earth in Partnership“
1st Circular
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Welcome to the
12th Geoconservation Regional Conference and ProGEO Working Group 1 Annual Meeting
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 5-9th September 2007

EARTH HERITAGE IN OUR HANDS

“Celebrating the International Year of Planet Earth in Partnership“
Organised in collaboration with:

Institute for Nature Conservation of Slovenia, 

Environmental Agency of Slovenia, 

Geological Survey of Slovenia, 

Slovenian Geological Society, 

ProGEO – European Association for Conservation of Geological Heritage 

The organising committee invites you to join the 2007 Regional Conference. The conference is dedicated to the International Year of Planet Earth (http://www.esfs.org/) launched by International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), the major global initiative proclaimed by the United Nations. This campaign is aimed to support research projects and outreach programs under several socially relevant geological issues. Geological heritage is the means of understanding those issues and offers various possibilities to incorporate economic benefits.

Purpose of the conference and annual meeting is to provide:

· A meeting that will foster the progress of geoconservation, ProGEO WG 1, and thereby, better serve the interest of all ProGEO WG 1 members and the community at large

· A meeting that will stimulate growth and advance the state of knowledge in the field of geoconservation covered by themes of the conference

· A forum for free discussion of new ideas, research, development and                                                                                                                         applications

· An atmosphere to enhance the interpersonal rapport of geologists and geoconservationists in specialized and related fields

· Opportunities for geology students and junior geologists to meet their experienced peers and encourage them to join in ProGEO activities.  

 “Planet Earth in Our Hands - Keeping Our Balance” (http://www.esfs.org/planet.htm)
“Earth scientists are today's key players in building a sustainable world. For our children's sake we must be able to use the Earth's riches without wasting resources that cannot be replenished, and without upsetting the dynamic equilibrium of the Earth System that sustains us all.”

The International Year of Planet Earth is the major global initiative aimed to support research projects and outreach programs under socially relevant Earth Science themes. The geological heritage is the means of understanding all of them and gives best opportunities to appreciate its wonders, dynamics and fragile balance. It also offers several possibilities to promote the economic benefits of geological heritage. 

Geoconservation Regional Conference 

and 

Annual ProGeo WG 1 Meeting 2007

The conference and annual meeting will focus on evaluation of Geosites frameworks and highlight their role in nature conservation. We will accommodate diverse topics that are the prime concern of ProGEO and those collaborating in the United Nation’s International Year of Planet Earth, primarily with regard to using Earth heritage as means of advancing public understanding of science and sustainable development.

The annual meeting of ProGEO Working Group 1 will focus on its vision in coming years. Primarily we will examine the future vision for geoconservation including topics in a regional development context as well as relevant projects which follow the objectives of the International Year of Planet Earth.

Preliminary Timetable and Conference Information

IMPORTANT DATES
January 2007. First circular. Presentation of the conference topics and invitation to participate and contribute to the conference. Invitation to register for the conference, workshops and excursions and call for abstracts. 

1st March. Registration of interest by e-mail before 1st March. The organising committee would appreciate participant’s early expression of interest in selecting workshop topics they would like to see included.

1st May 2007. Early registration by e-mail before 1st May 2007. Late registration and late payment fee of the conference after 1st May 2007. 

1st June 2007 is the deadline for submitting Abstracts and national reports.
June 2007. Second Circular. Final programme with comprehensive time table for the whole conference activities.
Membership to the Conference

We welcome members of ProGEO and other geoconservationists and geoscientists, including students and others who are interested in geoheritage themes. 

Registration fees

REGISTRATION PROCESS AND FEES    

Registration of Interest, before 1st March 2007

Registration of interest is requested to help with workshop planning to ensure the inclusion of participants’ interests.

Early registration, before 1st May 2007:

Full-conference EUR 150 / first day of conference EUR 75 / Excursion EUR 50

Late registration, after 1st May 2007:

Full-conference EUR 200 / first day of conference EUR 100 / Excursion EUR 100

The opening ceremonies, lunches, conference materials, icebreakers, and coffee breaks are included in the registration fee.

The conference fee does not include excursion fees or accommodation which all participants have to book and pay for themselves. Further information will be given in the 2nd circular, which will be distributed in June 2007. 

Payments to the bank account:

Bank:  NLB d.d., Trg republike 2, 1000 Ljubljana

SWIFT:LJBASI2X


IBAN:/SI56020100253486768

Beneficiary: Slovensko Geolosko Drustvo

PLEASE WRITE THE NAME OF THE INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANT FOR WHOME THE PAYMENT HAS BEEN MADE!

Subsidies

The organisers will help to defray expenses for students and those members of ProGEO in need of financial assistance. This may include the subsidising of registration fees, accommodation costs and, in some cases, travel expenses. The subsidies depend on donors and sponsors support. Further information will be given to individual requests before 1st May.

First Circular Response

Please return the Registration Form by e-mail to: branka.hlad@gov.si. Please be aware that additional and up to date information will be provided on our official web-site before distribution of the 2nd circular.

Conference Structure

The conference programme will start and end with plenary sessions. Thematic workshops will be conducted during the conference. Field trips are planned as post-conference excursions. The annual meeting of ProGEO WG 1 will be arranged during the excursion.

Overall Plan for the Conference 

	Arrivals
	September 4th 

	Opening and Plenary lectures
	September 5th 

	Workshops
	September 6th 

	Reports, Conclusions and Closing
	September 7th 

	Excursion and Working Group 1 Business Meeting
	September 7 – 9th 


Conference topics

Introduction

The conference will focus on geosites frameworks evaluation, integrating geoconservation with the nature conservation mainstreams promoting better understanding of how the Earth works and why geological heritage deserves a better social concern.

United Nations’ International Year of Planet Earth

During the next few years, international Earth Science will be stimulated by research and outreach programmes – the International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE) 2007-2009.

The conference programme will reflect this initiative as one of the events dedicated to International Year of Planet Earth. This is the major global initiative proclaimed by the United Nations aimed to support research projects and outreach programs under several socially relevant geological themes. 

The geological heritage is the means of understanding all of them and offers several possibilities to build the economic benefits of geological heritage as well. The most important facts are;
1. The proclamation by the United Nations commits the 191 UN member countries to stimulate national politicians and decision makers to use the Earth sciences as means of advancing sustainable development in their countries, and report back to the UN on the progress made.

2. The UN proclamation also provides credibility to the claim that this initiative is widely accepted by all nations as a most worthy endeavour, and will thus be instrumental in approaching donors and sponsors for financial contributions to realise the Year’s aims.

Understanding Planet Earth

Earth scientists study the rocks of Planet Earth and try to understand both the history of our planet and its structure, and the evolution of life. Society depends and always has depended, on geology. It underpins society’s need for natural resources and raw materials which support our daily life. The landscape around us is a product of a complex and dynamic relationship between the underlying geology, natural processes which shape the land and the nature and distribution of habitats; and interaction of man with all of these elements.

Geological features provide a fascinating scientific and education resource, recording millions of years of history in which continents have moved, climates have changed, sea-levels have risen and fallen and animals have appeared, evolved and eventually become extinct whilst, natural processes have shaped and continue to shape the landscape. 

An understanding of past environmental changes is of great practical values, enabling us to better understand and plan for current and future environmental change and associated hazards. Geological heritage is an important means for public understanding of science and the environment. 

Public understanding of science is a necessary requirement if society is to support geological science as well as geological heritage. Can geologists successfully interpret geology to the non-specialists or do they need heritage interpretation and marketing experts?

Conference Themes

The Conference in Ljubljana will provide an opportunity to enhance conservation and communication across boundaries not only between geology and other natural sciences but also to promote interaction with social, political and economic fields. The multidisciplinary approach will provide a platform needed for outreach to other disciplines and the general public.

The conference will focus on following themes: 

1. The role of geological heritage in contributing to the UN campaigns Decade of Education for Sustainable DevelopmentInternational Year of Planet Earth 

(IUGS) and  (UNESCO). Geosites and Geoparks as a gateway for stakeholders and the public to geosciences.

2. Evaluation of Geosites frameworks. This session is aimed at highlighting the state of art and trends in South-Eastern Europe; and exchange of experiences from Great Britain.

3. Public understanding of geoscience. The session will highlight the role of interpretation of geological heritage for better understanding of geosciences and geoconservation; how geosites are helping the public understanding of Earth Sciences and best practices of successful interpretation of geological heritage; the role of geological heritage in emphasising the importance of Earth Sciences to the society? 

4. The economic benefits of geosites through geoparks. How do the geoparks complement geosites programmes and vice versa. Geoparks as a means of increased economic benefit to local communities. What are the key ingredients to create successful geoparks? 

5. Future vision of WG 1. This session will examine the future strategy for geosites protection and will attempt to define a future vision for the most relevant topics in a regional context.

Workshop themes

Workshops will be conducted in parallel sessions:

1. Geotectonic and structural geosites frameworks

2. Petrology geosites frameworks

3. Mineralogy and mineral deposits geosites frameworks

4. Stratigraphy geosites frameworks

5. Palaeontology geosites frameworks 

6. Quaternary, geomorphology, karst and caves geosites frameworks

Participants are invited to select in order of preference 4 of the topics listed above. The number and choice of workshops will then be selected according to the interests and preferences of participants. We ask participants to indicate their preferences on the Registration form. 

Additional workshops will be dedicated to:
7. Interpretation Geological Heritage 

8. Membership, networks and databases 

Excursions

The field trips will take place after the conference and be well integrated with the conference themes. It will include classical karst landscape and the World Heritage Site Škocjanske Jame, Idrija mercury mine area (the second biggest mercury mine in the world) and Mežica mine area with its regional-class mineralization, plate boundary and other geoscientific features. Ljubljana itself is a superb location for half-day trips. An excursion guide will be produced and will be available on CD-ROM at the conference.

Call for Abstracts

The organising committee invites you to contribute a topic in accordance with main conference themes. The scientific committee will select the most relevant contributions related to the session themes for oral presentations. The rest will be presented as posters.

Deadline for Abstracts and WG 1 member countries’ reports

The abstracts should be sent by 1st June. Participants will be informed whether they have been invited to give oral or poster presentations in the 2nd circular. Please send the abstracts and/or reports by e-mail to branka.hlad@gov.si

The format of abstracts and reports

Format of abstracts:

· Title of abstract

· Topic of your abstract

· Proposed session by the author

· Full names and addresses of author(s), including the address, phone and e-mail address of the contact author

· The abstract should be a maximum of 5000 characters with spaces or 2 pages A4 (Times New Roman, 12 pt., paragraph 1,5 line spacing), including the illustrations 

· Illustrations if any should be sent separately as raw data (in format jpg or tif, at least 300 dpi)

Format of the reports for WG 1 member countries: 

A. Key in-country activities undertaken in 2006 (specify whether activities were relevant for ProGEO and WG 1 or of national importance only)

· Improvements in the field of geological heritage protection on national and regional level in 2006

· Geoconservation legislation news in 2006 (protection, planning, site management, documentation)

· Public understanding of science programmes and projects (state also the main target groups) in 2006

· Geoparks activities and initiatives in 2006

· National ProGEO committees (members, activities, statements or other outputs)

B. Key issues to be addressed and key lessons learned (to be shared with others), key success and failure factors 

C. Ideas and suggestions for the WG 1 future working priorities and common projects (general and concrete specified objectives as reflections of key issues and use of different conservation and interpretative mechanisms)

The Length of a report should be no longer than 4 pages A4 (New Times Roman, pt 12 and 1,5 lines spacing).

Publications

Regional Conference publications will include.

· Book of conference abstracts and ProGEO WG 1 member countries reports.

· Excursion guide.

Visa, Travel and Accommodation 

Ljubljana – host city of the Regional Geoconservation Conference 2007

Ljubljana, the Capital of Slovenia, is situated in the heart of Slovenia, surrounded by magnificent scenery from the marshes and karst features to the forested hills and high mountains. Ljubljana offers a unique combination of natural beauty, culture and history which makes it a perfect setting for congress events and social activities. Ljubljana is the home of Slovenia’s largest University and research centres. Ljubljana has a number of museums, galleries and a big city park area that starts in the city centre: http://www.ljubljana.si/en/
In September, the temperature in Ljubljana is normally still warm and pleasant (18-25 degrees Celsius), but some colder rainy days are possible. With only 300.000 inhabitants the centre of Ljubljana is small and most hotels, shopping areas and entertainment centres are within walking distance. People in Ljubljana are friendly and enjoy welcoming visitors. Slovenians are skilled in languages and readily speak English. 

The official currency in Slovenia is the Euro. Major credit cards are widely accepted. 

Travel to Ljubljana
Air Connections to Ljubljana 

Ljubljana has one airport with direct flights from several major European cities. Airport Ljubljana - BRNIK: http://www.lju-airport.si/eng/default.asp. 

Transport by shuttle bus or taxi services links the airport to the city centre in 20 minutes. 

The national airline company is Adria-Airways: The destinations of direct flights and informative timetable can be found on following web-site: http://www.adria.si/en/index.cp2
As a regional partner of Star Alliance Adria-Airway offers access to 19 other airlines with connections to 750 destinations in 138 countries.

Rail Services 

Rail services and connections to destinations in other countries can be found at following web-site: http://www.slo-zeleznice.si/en/
In Ljubljana, there are many hotels ranging from luxury hotels to youth hostels. Information on accommodation, museums, transportation, restaurants and more in Ljubljana can be found on the following website: http://www.ljubljana.si/en/default.html
Relatively cheap accommodation in the city centre or close to the city centre can be booked in:

· HOTEL PARK: http://www.hotelpark.si/index.php?lang=en
· HOSTEL CELICA: http://www.souhostel.com/
· M HOTEL:  http://www.souhostel.com/en/index.html
· GOSTIŠČE MRAK (INN AT MRAK): http://www.slovenia.info/?gostilna_gostisce=21795&title=Pri+Mraku***
PLEASE NOTE THAT ACCOMMODATION COULD FILL UP QUICKLY (DEPENDING ON EVENTS DURING SEPTEMBER WHICH IS USUALLY A BUSY MONTH). BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!

Tourist information

Tourist information on Ljubljana, accommodation, museum, public transport and more is provided at following website:

 http://www.ljubljana-calling.com/inCallingInfoTurist.htm
Conference facilities

The conference will take place in Ljubljana city centre. The venue will be announced on our official web-site and all relevant information will be distributed with the 2nd circular.

Visas

Citizens from following states: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey need visas to enter Slovenia. Please contact us as soon as possible for a letter of guarantee. Further information can be found on the following web-site: http://www.mzz.gov.si/index.php?id=39&L=2 or contact the Slovenian Embassy or Consulate in your country.
12th Regional Conference Organisation

Steering Committee 

Dr. Nadja Zupan Hajna, President of the Geological Society of Slovenia;

Dr. Darij Krajčič, Director of the Institute for Nature Conservation of Slovenia;

Mag. Inga Turk, Environmental Agency of Slovenia, Head of Nature Conservation Sector;

Dr. Marko Komac, Director of the Geological Survey of Slovenia.

Organising Committee: 

Uroš Herlec, Institute for Nature Conservation of Slovenia; 

Branka Hlad, Environmental Agency of Slovenia; 

Bogomir Celarc, Geological Survey of Slovenia; 

Bojan Režun, Mercury Mine Idrija; 

Gorazd Hafner, Slovenian Geological Society; 

Suzana Fajmut Štrucl, Museum Lead-Zinc Mine Mežica;

Nizamettin Kazancı, Coordinator of the ProGEO South-Eastern European Working Group 1.

Conference Scientific Committee

Dr Bill Wimbledon, ProGEO;

Dr Uroš Herlec, University of Ljubljana;

Branka Hlad, Environmental Agency;

Dr Ladislav Placer, Geological Survey of Slovenia.

12th Regional Geoconservation Conference 2007 

PLEASE SEND THIS REGISTRATION FORM ALSO AS PRE-REGISTRATION FORM AND MAKE PLANNING OF THE WORKSHOPS EASIER AND MORE RELEVANT TO PARTICIPANTS’ INTERESTS!

	Participation Form

	Country:     
Title (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Professor, Dr, etc.):     
First name:     
Surname/Family name:      (as on your passport)

Organisation (Institution):    
Function/Position:     
Office address:     
Post code/City:     
Office Tel:                                                                  Office Fax:     
E-mail:     
Category of participation (Member, Accompanying, Student):     
Application for subsidy (Yes/No):     
Registration for the excursion (Yes/No):     
The workshop topics of interest (see the circular for workshop options):     

	 I intend to travel by (Plane/Railway/Bus/Car):         
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